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ARGENTINA. 

ROSARIO. 

fiy  Consul  Wilbert  L.  Bonney,  March  5,  1C20 

The  recovery  in  commercial  conditions  which  began  early  in  1918 
continued  throughout  the  year  1919,  and  included  all  lines  of  pro- 
duction and  trade  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  the  district  depends. 
The  returns  of  the  customhouse,  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  ves- 
sels, railway  gross  earnings,  grain  exportation,  sugiir  production,  and 
company  earnings  all  show  notable  gains.  The  outstanding  feature 
was  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  American  vessels  arriving 
and  departing;  the  total  number  arriving  being  106,  with  a  net  ton- 
nage of  253,548',  comparing  with  11  of  19,652  net  tonnage  in  1918. 
Of  the  106  vessels  arriving  58  were  owned  by  the  United  States  Ship- 
ping Board.  Of  the  American  vessels,  82  came  in  ballast,  12  brought 
lumber,  9  petroleum  and  fuel  oil,  2  coal,  and  1  brought  general  cargo. 

The  total  business  of  the  port  included  578  entries  of  overseas  ves- 
sels, of  which  99  brought  cargo  to  Rosario,«and  479  came  in  ballast, 
having  discharged  their  cargo  in  other  ports.  Of  the  578  vessels  ar- 
riving 168  were  British,  106  American,  83  Dutch,  and  52  Norwegian. 

Hosario  Imports  for  1919. 

The  importations  through  the  customhouse  at  Eosario  for  the  year 
1919,  in  United  States  currency,  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Foodstuffs 

Tobacco 

Beverages 

Textiles 

Oils,  mineral,  and  volatile. 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

Colors  and  dyes 

Wood  and  its  products 

Paper  and  its  products 

Leather  and  its  i;rodue to. . . .  1 1 1 1 » i  m » . 


UNIV  OP 


$2,707,291 
1,716 
42, 767 
244,332 
993,553 
261,780 
24, 185 
431,581 
36, 840 

i?,nifi 


£L44#, 


Iron  and  its  products 

Agricultural  goods 

Lojomotion  and  vehicles. . 
Other  metals  and  products 
Stone,  coal,  glass,  clay,  etc . 

Electrical  goods 

Various  articles 

Total 

"1 


$553,071 
361,786 
418,775 

71,510 
498,291 

17,356 
337, 130 


7,013,984 


183184f-20&PSU^£NT8  DEPT. 
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'^   '^ ^ ^^ 
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The  total  importations  direct  to  IRosario  for  the  year  1918  were 
valued  at  $3,914,758.  The  principal  imports  are  lumber,  kerosene, 
foodstufTs,  metals,  agricultural  machinery,  and  coal,  -which  can  be  de- 
livered in  cargo  lots;  but  where  bulk  must  be  broken  the  deliveries 
for  Rosario  are  usually  made  in  Buenos  Aires,  and  the  goods  dis- 
tributed by  railway  to  Eosario  and  its  tributary  territor}^ 

Valuation  of  Imports  from  TTnited  States. 

Imi:>ortaiions  from  the  United  States  direct  to  Rosario,  for  1918 
and  1919,  with  official  values,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1918 

1919 

Articles. 

1918 

1919 

?R84 
13,692 
3,97S 

7,641 

219 

14,417 

1,776 
7,151 

2S4,  .583 
2,417 

0  vst crs 

$515 

6,493 

185,173 

13, 289 

5. 195 

207,328 

1,471 

417 

31,706 

$201 

Coal               

811,389 
5,200 

14,374 

140 

8,100 

Paper 

14,608 

Pjnp  liunhpj- 

365, 183 

Plows 

19,924 
9,8.55 

Preserved  (cods 

Reapers 

113,354 

Raw             

Thread  and  twine 

4,458 

Vehicles 

232 

Wire 

118,078 

2,382 

369,909 

52,807 

Total 

Oils- 

979,074 

982,654 

Petroleum       

All  other       

Rosario's  Export  Trade  with  the  "United  States. 

The  declared  exports  from  Rosario  to  the  United  States  exceeded 
the  figures  of  any  previous  year,  due  to  the  demand  in  the  United 
States  for  linseed  at  high  prices. 

Statistics  covering  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1919, 
as  compared  with  those  of  1918,  follow : 


Articles.    ' 

1918 

1919 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

BreadstufTs: 

Corn  or  maize bushels.. 

Wheat do. . . . 

91,965 
110,035 

$.56, 099 
198, 420 

3,117,398 

$2, 779, 934 

Co".per,  ingots pounds.. 

47,223 

2,131,765 
19,123 

332,372 

5,389,134 
189,566 

12  900 

Quebracho: 

Tannin? do 

136,801 

Wood tons.  .1 

277,183 

13,332 

17,003,157 
6  708 

Seeds: 

Canary pounds. . 

Flaxseed  or  linseed bushels. . 

Sunflower pounds. . 

1,847,083 

4,456,719 

i 

Totals 

4,711,238 

20,229,015 

No  American  goods  were  returned  during  the  years  1918  and  1919, 
nor  invoices  certified  for  shipment  to  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii,  or  the 
Philippines. 

Railway  Earning's  and  Proposed  Construction. 

The  railways  of  the  district  for  1919  showed  large  increases  in  gross 
earnings  arising  from  larger  traffic  and  increased  rates.  Although 
the  fuel  situation  and  labor  conditions  have  been  embarrassing,  both 
these  factors  shoAv  an  improvement  over  the  previous  year.  The 
Central  Argentine  Railway  is  applying  oil-burning  equipment  to  some 
of  its  locomotives,  and  contracts  have  been  made  with  the  Anglo- 
Mexican  Petroleum  Co.  (Ltd.)  for  fuel  oil.     The  directors  express 
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tlie  hope  that  early  in  1920  one-fourth  of  the  system  will  be  running 
on  that  fuel.  The  Cordoba  Central  E  ail  way  for  tlie  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1919,  showed  an  increase  in  gross  earnings  of  36.45  per 
cent,  in  expenses  of  41.08  per  cent,  and  in  net  earnings  of  22.43  per 
cent.  This  railway  also  reported  an  increase  in  its  average  ton-mile 
rate  from  1.44  cents  in  1918  to  1.C4  cents  in  1919.  The  Central 
Argentine  Eailway  for  the  fiscal  j^ear  ended  June  30,  1919,  showed  an 
Increase  of  about  12  per  cent  in  gross  earnings  but  a  decrease  in  net 
earnings  due  to  the  high  cost  of  fuel  and  higher  wages  paid  during 
the  year. 

Late  in  the  year  it  was  reported  that  the  Lamport  &  Holt  Shipping 
Co.  had  purchased  the  original  Farquhar  holdings  in  the  Argentine 
North-Eastern  Railway,  and  that  the  managing  director  of  that  ship- 
ping company,  Arthur  Cook,  had  become  a  director  of  the  Entre 
Kios  Railways  Co.,  which  is  being  operated  jointly  with  the  Ar- 
gentine North-Eastern. 

The  project  of  securing  for  the  State  raihvay  lines  (narrow  gauge) 
an  entry  into  Buenos  Aires  continues  to  be  agitated,  but  no  railway 
building  has  been  done  for  several  years.  The  plan  now  under  dis- 
cussion contemplates  a  ferry  from  the  port  of  Santa  Fe  (Colastine) 
to  Parana  across  the  Parana  River,  the  building  of  some  250  miles 
of  line  from  Parana  to  Ibicuy  at  the  expense  of  the  government  of 
the  Province  of  Entre  Rios,  a  ferry  from  Ibicuy  across  the  Parana 
River  to  Alsina,  and  the  continuation  of  the  line  down  the  valley  to 
Buenos  Aires. 

Twenty  American  locomotives  w^ere  delivered  to  the  railway  of 
the  Province  of  Santa  Fe,  known  as  the  French  railway.  This  is 
a  narrow  gauge  line,  and  these  locomotives  were  of  30  tons  weight 
on  drivers  with  cylinders  16  by  20  inches  and  tractive  power  of 
15,900  pounds. 

Dairy  Industries  Flourish. 

The  dairy  industry  was  unusually  active  during  1919.  It  is  stated 
officially  there  are  568  establishments  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Fe 
producing  butter  or  cheese  or  ]:>oth  on  a  commercial  scale,  256  in 
Cordoba,  8  in  Catamarca,  9  in  Corrientes,  29  in  Rioja,  22  in  Salta, 
30  in  Santiago  del  Estero,  4  in  the  Territory  of  the  Chaco,  19  in 
Formosa,  and  6  in  Misiones,  a  total  of  951  establishments  in  the  dis- 
trict, which  produced  4,804  metric  tons  of  butter,  5,077  metric  tons 
of  cheese,  and  3,140  tons  of  casein.  This  production  repre- 
sents about  one-fifth  of  the  butter  and  one- fourth  of  the  cheese  pro- 
duced in  Argentina.  This  industry  is  better  developed  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Buenos  Aires,  but  the  northern  Provinces  are  capable  of 
enormous  expansion  in  the  dairy  line  and  development  will  continue 
in  this  direction  if  the  markets  of  the  United  Kingdom  continue 
to  absorb  the  product. 

Mining  Resum8d  after  War-Time  Suspension. 

The  mining  activities  of  the  district,  wliile  never  of  prime  im- 
portance, show  a  tendency  to  revive  after  tl\e  suspension  due  to  the 
war.  The  Corporacion  Minera  Famatina  sent  a  representative, 
Bancroft  Gore,  to  the  United  States  to  study  the  class  of  installation 
best  suited  to  replace  tlie  water-jacket  furnaces  at  their  copper  mine 
in  Chilecito,  Rioja.  The  company  produced  733  metric  tons  of 
copper  in  7  months,  which  resulted  in  a  financial  loss,  but  the  out- 
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look  for  the  future  is  said  to  be  favorable  and  a  production  of  300 
tons  of  metal  per  month  thouglit  possible. 

The  new  company,  knoAvn  as  the  "Pumalmasi  Industrial  de 
Plomo,"  has  under  lease  tAvo  lead  properties  in  the  Province  of 
Jujuy  "with  a  foundry  located  in  Buenos  Aires.  The  revival  of  the 
borax  workings  at  Eosario  de  Lerma  in  Salta,  and  at  Santa  Catalina 
in  Jujuy,  is  being  discussed  by  interested  parties. 

The  beginnino;  of  a  revival  in  building  in  the  nortli  is  indicated 
by  renewed  activities  of  the  marble  and  granite  quarries  and  lime 
workings  of  northern  Cordoba  after  six  years  of  depression.  By  a 
system  of  cooperation  the  lime  interests  of  northern  Cordoba  main- 
tained themselves  during  the  depression  b}^  pooling  all  orders  and 
giving  them  to  the  concerns  that  most  needed  the  business.  Now 
that  prosperity  has  returned,  the  producers  prefer  their  index^endence 
and  this  cooperative  system  has  been  discontinued. 

Tlie  Quebracho  Industry. 

The  quebracho  extract  industry  enjoyed  an  unusually  active  year, 
and  the  exportation  of  extract  reached  172,588  metric  tons  for 
1919,  compared  with  12-1,710  metric  tons  for  1918,  and  100,904 
metric  tons  in  1917.  The  exportation  of  quebracho  logs  also 
shov,-ed  some  re^'ival,  amounting  to  51,264  metric  tons,  but  the  ship- 
ments are  not  expected  to  reach  their  former  proportions  until  ocean 
freights  are  considerably  reduced.  The  quebracho  extract  industrj'' 
is  dominated  by  the  operations  of  the  Forestal  Land,  Timber  and 
EailwavS  Co.  (Ltd.),  which  increased  its  authorized  capital  during 
the  veai-  to  £2.000,000  ($9,720,000)  in  preference  shares  and  £5,000,000 
($24,300,000)  in  ordinary  shares. 

Prosperous  Year  in  Sug'ar  Production. 

The  sugar-cane  plantations  and  mills  of  the  nortli  had  an  excellent 
year,  which  vras  reflected  in  the  activity  of  the  sugar  refinery  at 
Posario,  and  in  the  earnings  of  the  Cordoba  Central  Pailwaj^,  which 
hauls  the  raw  sugar  from  the  Tucuman  district  to  Rosario.  The 
refinery  at  Rosario,  the  largest  in  Argentina,  is  installing  a  plant 
for  making  quebracho  extraot. 

The  final  figures  on  the  sugar  crop  of  Argentina  became  available 
late  in  the  year  and  gave  a  production  of  270,000  metric  tons  for 
1919,  of  which  225,000  were  produced  in  Tucuman.  35,000  in  Jujuy, 
and  10,000  in  Salta,  Corrientes,  and  El  Chaco.  This  is  the  largest 
yield  since  1914,  and  in  fact  the  first  crop  in  five  ^-ears  that  covered 
the  home  consumption  of  Argentina. 

The  annual  consumption  of  sugar  in  Argentina  is  estimated  by  the 
Director  of  Rural  Economy  and  Statistics  at  27  kilos  per  capita,  or 
234,222  metric  tons  for  the  coming  year.  For  the  last  four  years  sugar 
has  been  imported,  but  the  crop  of  this  year  will  probably  leave  a  sur- 
plus officially  estimated  at  52,154  metric  tons.  Private  sources  esti- 
mate the  surplus  of  sugar  at  nearly  100,000  tons,  due  to  carrying  over 
a  quantity  of  imported  sugar,  and  producers  have  petitioned  for  per- 
mission to  export  sugar,  but  their  petition  had  not  been  granted  at 
the  close  of  1919. 

America  Active  in  Trade. 

American  interests  made  gratifying  progress  by  the  introduction 
of  machinery,  chemicals,  and  supplies  for  the  mills.    The  Compania 
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AziTcarera  Concepcion  of  Tuciiman  installed  an  American  crushing 
mill  to  replace  an  obsolete  European  outfit.  Another  complete  mill  is 
being  delivered  from  the  United  States  for  installation,  and  an  Amer- 
ican machinery  firm  has  established  a  local  agency  at  Tucuman  for 
handling  its  business  in  the  sugar  center. 

The  opening  of  a  branch  of  the  National  City  Bank  of  New  York 
at  Rosario  on  ^larch  10, 1919,  was  an  important  event  in  the  develop- 
ment of  American  trade  relations  in  the  district. 

A  compan}'-  was  established  during  1919,  with  a  capital  of 
1,000,000  pesos  ($425,000),  for  the  purpose  of  exploiting  the  fiber 
plants  of  the  Chaco  territory.  This  company,  fomented  b}-  Swedish  en- 
gineers and  known  as  the  Titan  Textile  Co.,  Chacabuco  166,  Buenos 
Aires,  has  concessions  of  land  on  the  Bermejo  River.  The  president 
of  the  company  is  Dr.  Joaquin  S.  de  Anchorena,  and  the  directors  are 
Mr.  F.  N.  V.  Brinkman,  Mr.  Augusto  Johnston,  Mr.  S.  Kaastrup,  and 
Mr.  H.  Oxholm.  The}'-  have  stipulated  that  within  three  j-ears  from 
the  date  of  their  concession  they  will  produce  at  least  300  metric 
tons  of  product  suitable  for  making  bags,  rope,  and  twine.  There 
is  an  urgent  and  extensive  demand  for  these  products  within  the 
district. 
Flour  Milling  One  of  the  Principal  Industries. 

Flour  milling  is  one  of  the  best  organized  and  developed  indus- 
tries of  the  district,  and  the  year  1919  was  an  active  and  prosperous 
one  in  this  trade,  both  from  the  point  of  view  of  supplies  of  wheat 
and  export  demand  for  flour.  The  large  milling  interests  of  the 
district  comprise  ^linetti  y  Cia.,  of  Eosario,  with  branches  in 
Buenos  Aires,  Tucuman,  and  Mendoza,  and  mills  at  Devoto,  Leones, 
Marcos  Juares,  and  Eufino;  the  Comj^aiiia  S.  A.  de  Molinos  Hari- 
neros  y  Elevadores  de  Granos  (formed  in  Brussels  in  1901,  capital 
$4,632,000),  with  six  mills  in  the  district  of  Buenos  Aires  and  mills 
at  Cordoba,  San  Francisco,  Nogoya,  Tres  Arroyos,  Tandil,  Coronel 
Pringles,  and  Mar  del  Plata ;  and  Werner  &  Co.  (The  Phenix),  with 
mills  at  Villa  Maria,  Casilda,  IMelincue,  Venado  Tuerto,  and  Rio 
Cuarto.  The  Provinces  of  Santa  Fe  and  Cordoba  produce  about 
one-third  of  the  total  of  Argentine  flour.  The  total  exportation  of 
flour  for  1919  is  unofficially  given  as  276.269  metric  tons,  and  the 
average  consumption  of  wheat  as  flour  in  Argentina  is  given  as 
1,222.211  metric  tons,  or  152  kilos  of  wheat  per  capita  of  population, 
calculated  as  ecpiivalent  to  103  kilos  of  flour. 
Movements  in  Milling  Development. 

There  are  two  present  tendencies  in  the  flour  industry.  One  con- 
sists in  the  concentration  of  large  mills  in  Buenos  Aires  on  account 
of  the  cheaper  fuel  obtainable  and  the  facilities  for  exporting  flour 
from  the  capital ;  tl>e  other  tendency  is  toward  the  building  of  small 
local  mills  for  local  supply.  Two  makes  of  American  mills  of 
small-scale  production  are  being  introduced  on  account  of  the  sav- 
ing in  transportation  of  wheat  which  they  effect,  Avhile  the  large 
mills  will  continue  to  monopolize  the  export  trade  in  flour.  Bran 
is  now  being  sold  as  fuel  at  a  price  of  $10.14  per  ton.  Flour  is  han- 
dled and  exported  in  bags. 
Manufacture  of  Grain  Bags. 

The  importation  and  distribution  of  jute  and  sacking  constitutes 
one  of  the  primary  business  activities  of  the  district  and  the  fabrica- 
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lion  of  sacks  proA'ed  a  profitable  line  diirinfi:  the  j'ear.  Several  new 
dealers  entered  the  trade  and  prices  of  jjrain  ba<]i:s  became  the  sub- 
ject of  daily  quotations  at  Rosario.  Total  importation  of  textiles, 
cloth,  and  thread  for  sacking  and  packing  reached  50,000  metric  tons 
for  the  first  nine  months  of  1919.  The  crop  season  began  in  No- 
vember with  the  price  of  the  standard  wheat  sack  at  32  cents,  and  as 
a  result  of  the  operations  of  the  Government  in  importing  from 
Spain,  the  United  States,  and  India,  the  price  of  sacks  at  the  close 
of  the  year  declined  to  about  22  cents  each.  The  local  grain  bag 
factories  paid  large  dividends  and  naturally  these  interests  are  not 
advocates  of  a  grain  elevator  s^^stem  for  handling  wheat  and  linseed 
in  bulk. 
Popularity  of  American  Motor  Vehicles. 

There  are  15  American  motor  cars  represented  by  agents  in  Rosario 
and  the  interior,  several  new  branch  offices  having  been  established 
during  1919.  Competition  in  this  line  is  sharp,  but  American  cars 
easily  predominate.  Several  cars  of  expensive  character  which  have 
no  agency  in  Rosario  are  purchased  from  Buenos  Aires  by  Rosario 
clients,  and  thus  nearly  all  the  well-known  American  cars  are  seen  in 
the  city.  They  are  used  for  pleasure  almost  entirely,  the  slight  de- 
mand for  their  use  commercially  being  confined  to  light  delivery 
cars  for  department  and  drygoods  stores.  Recent  official  figures 
on  the  number  of  automobiles  in  the  city  of  Rosario  were  337  pas- 
senger cars,  32  delivery  cars,  and  5  trucks.  In  Santa  Fe  there  are 
113  cars  and  4  trucks,  in  Cordoba  413  cars  and  5  trucks,  and  in 
Tucuman  154. 
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